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| PLAIN DISCOVERY 

bat they wou'd be at, 
To Mr. M— 


"1 | Of The 
, CITY. of LONDON. 


I'S 7. 


Lately met with a Pamphlet inſcrib'd to you, 
entitled, The Proteſtant Diſſenter's HOPES 
from the preſent Government, &c. And hav- 

ing had Opportunity to hear ſeveral Re- 

barks and Objections made againſt it, I thought 

r might Anfwer ſome good End to acquaint 

ou with them. This may poſſibly move your 

if, or your Friend the Author, to take them 


uto. Conſideration, and to give them a more 


Tull and large Reply; but, in the mean while 1 
= I ſuggeſt mine own Thoughts, very. briefly, 


B 2 


pnccrning* them. 


Ell 


42 | 

1 HAVE, heard it warmly objected againſt the 
Title, and the Deſign of thoſe Papers, that rhey 
art highly unſeaſonable, and haue angred ſome of the 
Pen beſt Friend; Now, for my own part, 
I have learn'd by Experience, to account the 
.generality of thoſe who are wont to talk at 
this Rate, no Friends in Reality to the Diſ. 


ſenters, though they ſeem willing enough 


to be thought ſuch. , They pretend to be Friends 


by talking of ſome convenient Time to do them 


Service in, and to appear for them: But they 


always diſcover that they are not ſuch, by ob-F 


jecting, under all Revolutions of Time, and all: 
the Variations and Changes of Circumſtances 
and Seaſons, againſt the Fitneſs of any of them 
for ſuch a-Purpoſe. And ſome very cautious 
Diſſenters have heretofore been ſo far deluded ; 
by this Pretence, as to give into it till they 
have ſeen the Opportunities loſt, that might have 
been improved, not for their Advantage only, 
but for the trueſt Intereſt of the whole Church 
of Gon; and from thence have learn'd to be 
aware of the Men, whoſe Proper Time is like the 
To-Morrow on the Sign, when yqu may come 
and have Ale for Nothing. 5 

AS to the Title and Deſign of thoſe Papers 


in particular, do not theſe Objectors know, that | 
a Sermon was lately preach'd even before the 


Honourable Houſe of Commons, wherein the 
Diſenters were repreſented as very contemptible, 
and it was aſſerted that the Hopes they enter-: 
tain, are very unreaſonable, and ſhou'd be ſup- 
preſs d? Now either they muſt tamely ſubmit to 


this Charge, and conſent that the World ſhould © 


believe it to be juſt, or elſe they muſt produce | 
what Evidence they have, that they are jg 
/ ſiented 


inſt the; 
hat they 
e of the 
n Part, 
unt the 
talk at 
he Diſ. 
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o them 
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(9 
ſented and abuſed ; 1 1 their Hopes, and 
offering the Grounds that ſupport them; and 
they need do no more to make it appear that they 
are not unreaſonable, and that inſtead of being 
ſuppreſs'd, they deſerve to be encourag'd and ſa- 
tisfy'd. And pray when is the proper Seaſon for 
doing this, but even then when ſuch a Charge is 
brought againſt them before ſuch a Body, and pub- 
liſp'd te the World ? Surely when a Man is accus'd, 
and in preſent Danger of Suffering by that Accuſa- 
tion, it is then ſeaſonable for him to make his 


Defence, let the Times be what they will in other 


Reſpects. The Diſſenters muſt either obviate 
what they account is ſo falſely alledg'd againſt 
them, with the firft Opportunities they have for 
doing ſo; or elſe ſuffer all thoſe falſe Impreſſions 
that are made in their Disfavour to ſink deep into 
Men's Minds, and to produce all thoſe ill Effects 
they naturally tend to, before the Proper Seaſon 
is like to come for Vindicating themfelves. 

THEY cannot but conclude, that their pre- 
tended Friends, who are always angry with them 
if they venture to ſay any Thing in their own 


Defence, when they are never ſo mueh provoked 


to it, are deſirous that they ſhould be Thought to 
be as little a Kind of Men, as their Enemies 


would repreſent them to be: But further, 


IS not this a Time, wherein the Government 
needs all the Help and Aſſiſtance it can have from 
every Honeſt Man, from every good Subject? 
And does not the Violent Oppoſition its Ene- 
mies make fo it, render the ſtricteſt Union a- 
mongſt its Friends highly ſeaſonable? And if ſo, 
is it not Now very convenient to propoſe that 
its Friends be render'd capable to ſerve it; and 
for Honeſt Men to exert themſelves for the Ac- 
1 | compliſn- 


C26 
cqmpliſkment of ſach an Union; and in the Wõrds 3 . T 
af that Great Man, the preſent: Archbiſhop: of 3 Enci 
Canterbury, Not only to pray for it, but n they have 5 
nd. to Labour themſelves, and earneſtly to 
flir: up all others to endeavour; after it. In which! 
your Friend was attemping to act his Fart. 
I AppREHEND indeed, that the force of the Ob- 
jection. lyes in this; the Enemies of the Governs / 
ment are ſuch Enemies to the Diſſenters, that 
they are alarm'd at every Thing that is ſuggeſted 
in the Behalf of theſe, and take Fire upon every 
Apprchenlion that any Thing will be done in their 
Favour; and for this Reaſon, torſooth, they who 
are in the Intereſts of the Government, muſt not 
ſay a Word for themſelves, whatever Occaſions 
and Proyocations may be given them, nor the 
Government be thought to have any good Inclina- 
tions towards its Friends, leſt thoſe who are Ene- 
mies to them for their being ſuch, - ſhonld take it 
amiſs, and grow angry, and be juſt what they 
were before Enemies; but | think your Friend 
has fully obviated this in thoſe Ine rrogatories in his 
Letter; What has the Government to fear from 
the Faction? They have already done, and con- 
© tinne to do the very werſt they are capable 
< of? Would they not have murder'd the King 
c and Bis Royal Family, before this? Would 
they. not have brought in Popery and Slavery 
long ago, had they been able to do it? Did our 
<, Superiors ſee fit to anſwer thoſe reaſonable Ex- 
pectatious and Hopes mentioned there, could 
their Enemies blow up a higher Degree of En- 
© mity to them, than Rages already in their 
< Breaſts? Could they talk in a viler or more 
© {currilous Manner againſt them? Or can they the. 
oppoſe them with greater Reſolutian and Vi- mer 
Sour, than they have hitherto done? THESE 


(6:47, 
ts) 3 . THESE. Obj:Qers would ſuggeſt, as tho? the 
of 2 Enemies of NN Ke 7d Nation, had a conſide- 
«ve! ® rable AA TRE vy.tbcur 117 ſo, ot thoſe who are 
140 4 Friends to. bot! 3. OT they it. | Sare to be fear'd, 
ich! but theſe, as they give no Occaſion from their 
I Principles or Conduct, to be feared; ſo they arc 
b not allowed to expect any Fayour, or to ſay they 
rnu- think they: deſerve it, and therefore have ſome 


hat SGrounds to hope for it; at this rate indeed they 
ted. © are. made . lirtle Kind of Mer, who are neither 
ery tao be fear'd nor favour'd; and both for the ſame 
er Reaſon, , becauſe they are Friends to the Govern- 
ho ment. They. are not to be ſear d, . becauſe they 
not 


wil do no Hurt: They are not to be fevour d, 


ons blecauſe the Enemies of the Government will be 
„ . Go s rronts rein 
— "od T HAVE heard it alſo objected, as tho? the 
ne- _ Diſſenters acted 4 very uncivil aud ungrateful Part ro- 
it wards their Lom- Church Friendi, when they offer am 
— thing of this ſort in their own Behalf: For while 
en 


Dey diſcover any Expectations of Favour, it is 
his _ pretended that theſe Men ſuffer a great deal of 
dium, of Reproach and Calumny : For being 
- thought to have a greater Degree of Tenderneſs 
ble; and Moderation than many of them really have. 
ing j They are preſently revil'd. as Presbyterians, Be- 
uld, trapers of the Church, &c. when the Diſſenters 

1 ſeem to be at all in Heart; and this has been 
our _ warmly objected againſt us in Print, and very 
Ex- much made of it. In Anſwer to it, it will be 
ud j Ne acknowledg'd, that there are ſome tru- 

ly excellent Perſons in the Eftabliſh'd Church, who 

have expreſs d ſome friendly Regards to their Dif- 
ore ſenting Brethren, {rom Chriſtian Principles, ſuch as 
hey they muſt entertain, while they form their Senti - 
Vie: ments of things from the Chriftian Rule; and ſuch 
* | Ck Regards 


(8) 
Regards as they muſt expreſs, while they act in 
Obedience to Chriſt, ad fo Imitation of bim and Wiey 
the bleſſed Apoſtles : And if they ſuffer Reproach 
from Perſons of an Unchriſtian Spirit for this, that 
muſt be more than counterballanc'd by the Teſti- 
mony of their Conſciences to the Difcharge of their 
Duty, and by the Eſteem and Affection which V 
they thereby conciliate from thoſe who are Wi- the! 
ſer and Better. Great Minds will learn to dif. wary+ 
piſe that malicious Treatment they meet with, Tho 
meerly for their having ſaid or acted what they Diſpi 
found to be Truth and Duty, while they con- 
ſulted the Sacred Oracles and their own Reaſon : | 
And while they are inflnenc'd by their Regard to 
theſe, they are ſure of ſuch a Reward as will 
more than make them amends for all that they 
ſuffer, which is not ſo much for the ſake of the 1 
Diſſenters, as for the ſake of Chriſt, and from a 
Conviction of their Duty. | 
BUT beſides Theſe, there are others who pre- 
tend to be moderate Churchmen, who have gi- _ 
ven their Diſſenting Brethren greater Reaſon to 3 
complain, than themſelves can have on the Account 
of that Reproach they have ſuffer'd for the ſake of an 
their Moderation. There are ſome, otherwiſe 
Great and Good Men, who have diſcover'd too 
much Meanneſs of Spirit, and one would fear, 
great luſincerity, when in their Diſcourſes from 
the Pulpit, and from the Prefs, they have taken 
frequent Occaſions to let fly. at the Schiſmaricks 
and the Fnaticks, &c. under which odious Names, 
they well enough know, that thoſe who hear or 
read their Diſcourſes, will underſtand a Sett of Put 
people, whom (if we may judge by what they de 
have faid at other times) they cannot think in the « 
their Conſciences deſerve theſe Characters, and 54 7Þrayi 


C 


* 
\ 
> 
{584 
- 
= 
* 


C9) 
act in be ſo exposꝰd to the Odium of the People. l be- 
eve Sir, you may have met with theſe Things 
n ſeveral other Sermons and Diſcourſes, beſides 
Dr. s Sermon preach'd at ——, and Mr. 
Sermon upon Occaſion of ——. They 


their have ſometimes been repreſented by ſome of theſe 
vhich Worthy Perſons, even before the King, and both 
: the Houſes of Parliament, and in other txtraordi-" 


"nary Aſſmbleis, as an obſtinate ſort of People, 
ho never impartially conſider the Matters in 
Diſpute, and as tho they had nothing of weight, 
nothing ſo much as plauſible to offer in Defence 


con- 

aſon: of themſelves and their Cauſe; and no Wonder 
ard to then, that the Whole Blame of the Separation is 
will Jo frequently charg'd upon them: Tho“ they are 


they ſure they can make it appear, and have frequent- 
f the In done it, that (to ſpeak modeſtly} as much both 
om a of the Occaſion and the Cauſe of it, are chargeable 
elſewhere. And here I cannot forbeat to take 

> pre- Notice, that one Mr. Smith, who, it ſeems, has 
the Honour to be Chaplain to the Earl of Dorſet, 
fon to and would be accounted a moderate Churchman, 
count in a Sermon preach'd on the laſt Thank/giving-Day, 
ake of | iy ſince Printed, makes the Preſervation of the Re- 
wiſe ligion of the Church of England, againſt the Impoſture 
| ery, one main Ground for the Solemni- 


of Pre 
ty of that Day. Now [rhe Impoſture of Pre; \ 
was a very odd Expreſſion — cell 2 
Pariſn u here there lives a noble Lord, who is a 
Native of that Part of Great Britain, where Prev. 
Hrery ũs eſtabliſn d by Law, and ſo upon as ood 
ar or Foundation. there, as | Epiſcopacy it ſelf is here. 
ett of But how could a Deliverance from that Impoſture, 
t they de a Ground: for the Thankſgivings of that Day, 
ink in the Occaſion. of which was ſo heartily deſir'd, 
and te FPR the Whole-Body of 


P 7 esbyterians 3 
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Presbyterians? And which was in Reality a Delive- 
rance from Popiſh and High-Church Enemies, and 
thoſe Impoſtors and Impoſtures, which they, and 
they only, were attemptisg to introduce? Does 
this Man. chink in his Conſcience, that the Preten- 
der would; have Eſtabliſn d Presbytery here, or that 
the Presbyterians did believe that he would do ſo, 
and did tberefore aſſiſt towards his coming hi- 
ther? How evident is it, that ſome of the ſirſt 
Steps that were taken towards Promoting the wic- 
ked Deſign: of bringing him hither, were the in⸗ 
ſuking the Diſſenters, the weakening their Hands, 
the Oppreſſing them with unnatural Hardſhips, *” 
the threatning them with more, the ſpiritiag the 
Mob againſt them, Cc. and all this becauſe they * 
oppos d the vile Deſign, and that R be 
render d incapable of doing it to Purpoſe ? If 
Pretbytery muſt be an Impaſture, the Pretender 
would more eſſectually have deliver'd the Nati- 
on from that, and from the other Inpoſture of 
FPraoteſtantiſm together: For the Succeſs againſt 
him, and tis Popiſh and Tory Adherents, did as 
much contribute to a Deliverance from this, as 
from the other. It's plain Mr. Smith could not 
learn what. Politicks he pretends to, from the 
Noble Per whoſe Chaplain: he ſtiles himſelf, or 
that other brave Lord of the ſame; Rank, Who 
is lately become his Pariſhioner, by ſuch an Oc- - 
caſion, as gave Joy to all the Friends of the Go- 
VETS * all FRI I 1 of Provi - 
lence, do Men ot tryed a Integrity. ö 
_, IL HAVE; heard it fither del thas what 
is tranſcribd from Dr. Stilling fleet in the Letter to 
you, and that the whole ſecond Paper, aims at no 
more than a Joleration for the Diſſenters, and 
therefore being forreign to the Author's Deſign, 


$ 


wo 
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lire. ate impertinent there. But I ſuppoſe theſe 
s and | bietors pen the Papers when they were al- 
y, and moſt a-ſleep, and therefore only deſire that they 
| would peruſe them again, and obſerve what is 
offer d as the Objects of the Diſſenters preſent 
Ho and then I doubt not but they'll have 
do ſo, other Thoughts of the matte. ay 
* BUT that | may conclude this Letter: That 

mphlet does plainly diſcover what the Difſenters 
d be at. | Hg 4; | 
NO the undermining the Church, or the bring- 
ang Her into any Danger, which ſome have falſly 
laid to their Charge: Not the attempting any thing 
ight be Inglorious, or any way diſadvantagt- 
ous to her: But ſuch an Usion with her as might 
render her more llluſtrious and ſafe, more beautiful 
and amiable in the Eyes of GOD and Good Men. 
They aim at nothing more than what many of 
the greateſt Lights that ever ſhone in the Church 
ure of have _—_— deſired, and labour'd to accom- 
igainſt }pliſh ; as might be made appear from ſeveral Ac- 
did as counts contain'd in our Hiſtories. I ſhall only 
", as take Notice of one, related by his Grace the pre- 
Id not ſent Archbiſhop of Canterbury, in his Speech at Dr. 
m the Sacheverels Trial; from whence it will appear, 
if, or That 7h which is the Main of the Diſſenters 
, who Hopes, is no unreaſonable one, and cannot deſerve 
an OC- to be Suppreſsd. His Lordſhip informs us, that 
there was a Deſign (amongſt other Things) © to 
'* leave-ſome few Ceremonies, as confeſs'd to be in- 
different in their Natures indifferent in their 
\* Uſage; ſo as not to be neceſſarily obſery'd by 
thoſe who made a Scruple of them, till they 
* ſhould overcome either their Weakneſſes or Pre- 
» and . judices, and be willing to comply with them. 
Deſign, A Treatiſe was purpoſely written to recommend the De- 
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fien, in the'Year 1689, and licenſed by the Com. 
mand of the Earl of Shrewsbury, chew” Secret ary 
State; in the Beginning of which is this Pa 
No Alteration, that 1 know of, is intended, 
but in Things declar'd to be Alterable by the 
p Church it ſelf. And if Things Alterable be obſer 
© alter'd, upon the Grounds of Prudence and Cha- prov 


© rity; an Things Defective be ſupply d; and a 
Gy Things Abuſed be reſtored to their proper Uſe; wap 


© and Things of a more ordinary Com anten. 's 
© revis?d and improv'd'; whilſt the Do 


© yernment and Worſhip of the Church . f 
. © intire, in all the Subſtantial Parts of them; we 

have all Reaion to believe that this will be ſo 
© far from injuring of the Church, that on the con- 
© trary, it ſhall receive a very great Benefit by | 
it. His Grace does alſo acquaint us with | of th 
the Occaſion of this Deſign, in theſe Words, © It who 
© was viſible to all the Nation, that the more T 
© Moderate Diſſenters were generally ſo well fatis- real 
< fy'd with that Stand which our Divines had [on 


1775 
© oth 
© ſay 
ner 


e ſer 


made againſt Popery, and the many unanſwer- preh 
able 'Treatiſes they ad publiſhed in Confutation 4 La 
of it, as to expreſs an unuſual Readineſs to 
come in to us. And it was therefore tho't worth 
< the while, when they were deliberating about 
/< thoſe other Matters, to conſider at the ſame 
I time, what might be done to gain them, with- 
-< out doing any Prejudice to ourſelves And 
- afterwards he adds, I hope it will not be'thought 1 
any Crime for the Hiſbops and Clergy of our Church tent 
( to be willing to enlai ge its Communion, by any Ale. ft 
thode which may be likely to Gain others, and yet ci 


not injure our own Eſtabliſhment ? * Now this Mat. 
hols as we find in the ſame excellent-Zpeech, was Teont) 


+: concerted by the late: _ Reverend Dr. Na the 
* weſt aa 


Meertttckkekl nal OE 
eroft, then Archbiſhop of Canterbury, © and the 
© othere who were engag'd in it were (my Lord 
\fſage, 2 © ſays) a Set of Men, than which the Church was 
nded, never at any one Time, bleſs'd with either N. 
y the e ſer or Better ſince it was a Church © And he 
ble be obſerves, that it was not only known to, but ap- 
| Cha- prov'd of by the other Fathers of the Church, as 
3 and appears by that Famous Petition, for which ſeven 
r Uſe; of them were ſent to the Tower; wherein 


oſition, they declare, Their Willingneſs of Coming 
e, Go- to ſuch a Temper as ſhonld be thought fit with the 
remain Duſſenters, when that Matter ſhould be conſiderd 
m; we and ſettPd in Paaliament and Convocation. But to 
| be ſo proceed. _ | 

he con- THE Diſſenters are not deſirous that the Cere- 


efit by 7 monies ſhould be extorted from thoſe who are fond 
s with j of them; but that they may not be ino d on thoſe 
ds, © It * who muſt fin if they comply with them. 
e more THEY would not have any Good Law, that 
Il ſatis- really ſecures the true Int'reſt of the Church or 
nes had Nation, aboliſh'd or weakned : But if they ap- 
anſwer- 7 prehend any thing to be an Iniquity Eſtabliſb d 
furation 4 Law, and a National Sin; as they fear GOD, 
ineſs to and wiſh well to their Country, they cannot but 
t worth Twiſh that it were repeald. And with how great 
g about FReaſon they do ſo, may fully appear, if the Rea- 
he Tame der will be prevail'd with to peruſe a Pamphlet 
1, with- printed in the Year 1708. with this Title, viz. 
And A Letter from a Gentleman in Scotland, to his Friend 
thought in England, againſt the Sacramental Teſt ; as inconſiſ- 
ir Church tent with the Union, dangerous to the Eccleſiaſtical Con- 
any Ae. Rffitution of North-Britain;, and to ſuch Parts of their 
and yet Civil Conſtitution, as are reſery'd to them; inconſiſtent 
his Mat- with the Civil Intereſt of Great Britain in General; 
ech, was 7 contrary to the Deſign of our Saviour's Inſtitution of 
Ir. Sand the Lord's Supper, and to the Doctrine of the Church of 
croft, England. THEY 


(14 ) 


: THEY. do not deſire that any:Good Men, true | 
to the Intereſts of Chriſt, of the King and the Pub- | 
lick, ſhould looſe any Advantages they are poſſeſs d 


of or ſtand fair for: But they deſire that All who an- 


ſwer that Character, may have a Legal Capacity to 
ſerve Theſe. They cannot but lament their own % 
hard Fortue, when they conſider themſelves laid up 
in a ſort of Cv Chains for no Crimes; and mult 
wiſh that thoſe Fetters with which they have not * 
deſerv'd to be bound, may be taken off. And what 
pits 170 . 75 or this ? Pie 1 
Au embly, * the Houſe of Lords, have freely 
G's an Engliſhman cannot be reduc'd de 4 1 
more unhappy Conditions than to be put by Law under 
an Incapaeity of ſerving bis Prince and Countrey; and ._ 
therefore, that nothing but a Crime of the moſt deteſta- 0 
ble Nature, ought te put him under ſuch a Diſability. 
And again, Thu 71 is too great a Penalty, © 
and. that it is hard to imag we oy; foe that is not 
Capital, can deſerve it, — 3 
Jon to puniſh this Offence Lof going to a Meeting] with 


e 15 n@ more Rea 1 


Incapacity, t an to make it Felony, — That the Pu- I! 


eiſhment of 4 Total Inc apacity, is the heavieſt next the 
Loſs. of Life, — That ſuc 4 Puniſhment fo only DY 
ro be. for 4 Crime of the higheſt Nature ; yes ge- 
ing to 4 Meeting is no Crime, as the Law now ſtands. 
— What can be more infamous than ſuch a Diſabili- 
ey? Is x Page ea in l then, to #1 
deſire to be freed from 4 Pe o heaty, o inſamouu, $1 
2 altogether undeſerv d I ?. ris 4 1 
THEY do not deſire that any perſons of a di- 
fferent Perſwaſion from their on, ſhould be de- 
priv d of the Natural Right of educating their own 
Children according to their own Sentiments: Bur 5 


— — — — —— — — 
„ Vale their Proceedings i in 8 to * Oe. I 
ral Conformity BY. ther 


; $+P, 
they cannot but think it highly reaſonable, that 
that Law ſhould no longer remain in Force, that 
leprives themſelves of this Liberty, and which 
vas enacted by way of Revenge, for their faith- 
ul Adherence to the Proteſtant Sueceſſion. They 
Kannot but conclude with that great Man * 
Biſhop Taylour, that the Father bath the Preroga- 
ive of Education; who further obſerves, that 4 
Turk, a Jew, 4 Heathen, can reckon their Children in 
$acris Parentum; they have a Power, a natural and 
I Power, to breed up their Children in what Religi- 
y In they pleaſe, but not to keep them in it; for then when 
hey can chuſe, they are under no Power of Man, GOD 
only is the Lord of the Underſtanding. 
IN ſhort, the Diſſenters are hoping for what they 
were encourag'd to expect, when ſuch a Seaſon 
ould come, as thro* the Goodneſs of Almighty 
GOD we now enjoy. Some great Men know, and [ 
hope will not ſeem to forget, by what Argu- 
muents they prevaid with ſome noted Diſſen- 
ters to deny themſelves, by continuing in thoſe 
Places, in which they have done conſiderable Ser- 
ices, in the worſt of Times, and ſince. Let a- 
ny one peruſe the Pamphlet referr'd to, and 
he'll find 1t thus plainly diſcovers what they would 
| de at. Since that was publiſh'd, I have met with 
another Letter, very much to the Purpoſe of your 
riend in thoſe Papers, and very proper to be 


Kicht up with them, and therefore reprint it 


Sir, 


Tour very Humble Servant. 


—— — — — — 


— ſ— — 


5 * Dultor Dubitantium, Edit, zd. p. 700, 701. 
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Member of Parhament 


Ih; 


N Printed in the Year, 1716. 
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PARLIAMENT. 


HEARTILY' thank you for your Readi- 

neſs in doing any Kind Office for my Self, or 
my Friends that Voted for you : But give me 
Leave to put you 1a Mind, that one Promiſe you 
made, is as yet Uuperform'd : And for my Part, 
can't underſtand that you have taken fo much as 
pne oh towards the making it God. © ek 
*F YOU know, I was pievail'd upon (partly by 
Four importunity in, repreſentin. to me that I 
Fight do tame ocrvice to the Government) to 


— 


0 


_—_ _ 
CO” —__ 


— — — — 
3 * Vide Political State of Great Britain, - for the 
Nonth of june, 1710. C2 accept 


$ 
4 
> 


5 


(#9 
accept of a Commiſſion of the Peace. Tho? none Tay: 
ou d be more ready than I am, to ſerve his Mes: h 
" Majeſty; 1 he . ; 
tancy.; becauſe. (as I told you)... L. ſhou'd hereby. be 
debar'd the Liberty of ſrequenting our Meeting, 
and muſt either keep a Chaplain in my own Houſe, Wd. f. 
or wholly leave that way of Worſhip, which I have ore 
as. thought to be maſk agreeable to the Word 
of God. 1 
TO this you were pleas'd to anſwer, That the 
Inconyeniencies I in'd of were got likely to . 
laſt long. t in all Probability, We cou'd not Mer 
fail of having a Whiggiſh Parliamenk. That the 
| Whigs wou'd be oblig'd by Intereſt, Gratitude, Hut t. 

and Ingenaity to eaſe the Diſſenters of thoſe Hard · ur f 
ſhips that were brought upon them by the Tories. uin 
hat our known Loyalty to his Mag wou'd-br fre 1 

efſrrtual Argument h all ttu en td Four: 
join in any Reaſonable Meaſi res, bor. r Encou- 

ragement, and that your ſelf «uſe your ut- Hee 
moſt Endeavours, to have a Bill brought in for our y. 
Relief, as ſoon as 8 n 

AM almoſt afid that you have for 6tten your Fou 
Old Friends, ſince nothing has been done for us fene 
all this while. You will, 75 „ tell me, that fer 
the Parliament have had fo inuch Buſineſs before fal 
them, that they han't yet had Leiſure for it, That Arm 
You have, as yet, had no fayourable Opportunity. e 
That it was Unſeaſonable while 'a Rebellion was ul 
on Foot in the Nation, becauſe it wou'd-have made tv 
too mnch Noiſe, and have too much Exaſperoted tis 
phe NE while the Government was Un- ien 

BOT, Sir, 1 can't but look upon theſe as ſlight Wily 
Exxuſes: And I believe, it won't be Difficult? 


1 
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(at any Time hereafter) to find out others — ; 
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As for the Rebellion, I can't think otherwise 
i that it ſhould; rather have been a. Motive ſor 
ur ſpeedy Relief, So an 2 ATT for conti- 


dig our Burden. When his Majeſty's Enemies 
re, moſt infolen * the more need of on- 


ouraging his Friends, and of putting them into 
Capacity of ſerving their Country. Had there 
en Occalion for railing the Militia j in our Coun-. 
„ am well, Gtisfy'd, that it ould have heen 
Fe Matter to have out Oficers;c- 

Jough to head them (Whose | 
Among the Diſſen· 


And 1 can't imagine why, you, ſhould. be 


a of exaſperatinng thoſe that were in open 
999 againſt the Government: as would 
Ot have 


to join the Rebels (if they 
huld have hopd to make good their Ground) 
hether we were eas d or no. in my Opinion, 
is but an odd Way of bringing the Goverp- 
bent to thoro Settlement, to let Laws ſtand 
Force againſt a Body of Men, whom you rea- 
1 own, to be (at Jeaſt) as well affected to it, 

s any in the Kingdom. 
FOR 


WH 
rt 35 of my Poſt, and 
ei el 40 Als ane Abr Feeedoiii am 
0 tc a Meeting, ah . be hos in- 
57 


es me f&f it. meant | 
| Fine, Which 1 cad have paid Wiek a. a- 


Fo de Perſons 1 deſire to give che In. 
LAS 1 Hall ger rid of s troubleſome Of. 
2 ln 74 re at S Lider han lam now, to 


Weed in my o Way 3 And I know yeral 
others that are of the ſame, Mind. 
iN ED not. Fl you that the latereſt of the 
Piſſenters in the ions for Members of par- 
liament, is conſiderable: And I believe 1 may e 
venture to fay (that taking the whole Kingdom 
NAY they” can turn the Scale in (ar leaſt) one 
bir of them = And 1 far ſuch conſiderable 
ſhou'd not be lighted ;' ſeeing they have 
as 25 firm to $i: and the Nation's In. 
tereſt | 
KNOW: wie „ Mee talk d, that we 
are büt dn Handful that our Intereſt is but 
mall; and tha the Govetument does not want 
our Help, and re there's no need of being 
Haſty in'doif thing for us. But give me 
taveto' fay; that ths is a grofs Miſtake, which e 
out" ben be cohfuted, if we ſhould joyn with :7 
the! Tories; or we ſhould but ſit ſtill, e let 
Whig and their Strength between them- 
ſelyss. But Hd that our Number were much 
maler than i yet ſince we are Hearty and if 
Zealous in his Majeſty's Intereſt, and have al- 
ways been ready to ſerve the Gentlemen of your . 
Character, methinks we have Reaſon to hop for KA. 
ſome Favour at your- Hands, and that we uld ta, 
be treated like ene 


90 


= 


and 


Lam 85 de | 
0 in- at R DRUG. . 1 3 
Teo delief, but! in 15 05 Fon, that ff yr 
wy pr This G t aft like 4 Mat 
e 18. Honour : 15 175 a . preient 1 flat 
e Of. Ir 90 Afiſtance in an Eletti ion 3 yer, T 0 De 
, ton won't, forget the Good Services we fad 
bveral r done. And to Speak Rege Freely: 
niefs thoſe Law * 250 in F 


: repeal'd before. the Diſſotation of. Tis 
ment,” Lam Teſolva not to ſtir one Foo 1 
lections for Another, and ſeveral of m 

FF ha ve tal d with aböüt it, are of} 14 
And. 

YOU will perha o ch this Reſolatio, 4 Hit 
le. ſtrange, and That by following it we hal 
ain lay Sur ſelves open to the of the Tories - 
at for my, Part, 1 appr prehend. no ſuch anger. 

e can depend upon is Majeſty's Goodneſs and 
lemency, 5 he won't fuſſer us to be oppreſs d, 


of the 
f Par- 
| may 
gdom 
ſt) one 
lerable 
y have 
ns in- 


hat we 


is but 
ane he is apon th: Throne Ne can, at 

F being me diſſolve a Parliamen . the Whine 
Fic ka, what need they have of our Mliſtance, I hope 
which e Cat laſt) begin to treat us like True 
a wit Some 1 know, will call this a Deſperate 
; ud jet I. allow tis; But upon the foregoi 
bed. 110 tion, tis the only one we ſhall have le 
Toh x 1 can aſſure you, that more of us than von 
irty and apine, will have Recourſe to it. 


IF you wou'd but ſuppoſe your If to be in 5. 
ww Wo ircumſtances, I believe you won'd not think Ed 
1007 a be altogether eaſie. | fancy 1 ſerve tis 
hows fy with Shackles about me, and there ſtems 
be a Claſhing between my Religion and Loy- 


y. - hoc 


C4y 


be. ime ta be preſent. in a 
4 k 575 nt. W 5 you alk w 
| 1 1 N be continued in Fgrce, 
| 15 75 ſevere a Penalty ? As Mac: 
en 1255 475 19 that bears 0 Office under his 
ſty, may pro e 


T runk, and ger a Baſtard, and commit 
F bd chow: ather yg Lues cb Sims, that are 
ble by the Laws of the Land, and yet tho 
he be fin'd for them, according to the utmoſt 
Rigour ur of the Law, he ſhall come off cheaper, 
ey Oe Leave hearing bor ng ere 9 75 
B ve ut you in n chat. 
* Wil Wildfire's if I —4 the a 
ſtand; in Force againſt us, hic 1 
be lu been Repealed before now. Js 


the Sabbath, he may ſwea i 


er this does not much affect us at preſent, 
none have thought fit to digg 8 Our 
Schools. But, ſince one can't tell how ſoon the 


Scales may turn, we can't be 7 4 ay While 
there is a Law in being, that may, at any Ls 
de made uſe Miſty perpiex us. 
AFEW about the Sacranientgl-Taj 1 
an End to my long Letter. rem You 
re-told me, that if an Attempt. old 1725 
to take it off, the High-Church-Clergy Wen 0 0 


mediately Ned out. O the Oburch! the 
Her Prieſts | and She js in Bitterneſs } 
Bulwarks are eZ down! Her Ars oaſt 
d! But Sir, , unleſs you can ſuppo 


nd Hypocrites as they 1 +. 
25 fora Ceatermilt to be, oe 


the blo 
els of « 
for the 
aot be 
laid aſi 


but rejoyce in it, to ſee. the Teſt Jaid BES! 
appeal to any one, that t has heard t i can be 
— — —— — in the 


* 
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* Sir — a ; 
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ion and Aſize-Sermons; (in the late Qicen's 


Diſlenters has not been the uſual Topitk of Rail- 
lery, againſt which they haye exclaim'd with as 
much Wrath and Zeal, as if *twere next to the 
unpardonable Sin. Dr. Sacheverell, the High- 

hurch Idol and Oracle ſays, * '* That an High 
© Road has been made in upon the Church's Com- 
© munion, and this pure Spouſe of Chriſt proſtitu- 
© ted to more Adulterers, than the Scarlet Whore 
in the Revelations. And again: What could 
© not be gain'd by Comprehenſion and Tolerati- 
on, muſt be brought about by Moderation and 
Occaſional Conformity; that is, what they could 
© not do by Open Violence, they will not fail by 
t ſecret Treachery to accompliſh. If the Church 
© can't be pull'd down, it may be blown up; and 
© no Matter with theſe Men how it is deſtroyed, 
© ſo that it is deſtroy d. And certainly we muſt 
have a very low Opinion of the Sincerity of theſe 
Men, and conclude them guilty of a groſs Contra- 
dition, unleſs we ſuppoſe they would be hearti- 
ly .glad_(fince the Government thinks fit to em- 
ploy ti Diſſenters) if they were qualified for an 
Office, without joyning in their Communion. If 
| 332 Conformity be as a Mine, contriv'd for 
the blowing up the Church; where are their Bow- 
els of Compaſhon? where is their dutiful Regard 


an laid aſide, upon any Terms? 
&. | BESIDES; I would ask any one, whether it 
iſiu can be ſuppos'd, that the moſt Solemn Ordinance 
in the Chriſtian Religion, was ever deſign'd as a 


— — — — — — 


u * Sermon before the Lord Acer. 


Teſt 


Reign) whether the, Occaſional Conformity of 


for their dear and reverend Mother, if they would 
aot be content, nay rejoyce that it were wholly 
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(260 
Teſt for an Office in the State? and whether 
ben't a Profanation of it to make it ſerve for ſ 
à Purpoſe? Mayn't ſuch be thought fit enough 
ſerve their Country, in the Army or Navy, whi 
no ſerious Chriſtian can think fit to receive 
Holy Sacrament? But they muſt do it, or e Tk 
Joſe their Lively hood, tho? they thereby eat Y  « 
. drink Judgment to themſelves. Among thoſe gr: An 
Numbers that come to the Lord's Table, to q _ 
lify themſelves for an Office, how many are the 5 

of whom (without Breach of Charity) we 


ſay, that they have no more Religion in the: — 
than one of my Hounds ? Mayn't a profeſs'd dat 
theiſt, or Deiſt, notorious Drunkard, Who Ms 

Maſter, Swearer, or the moſt debauch'd M ſhe 
upon Earth, (if he gets a Commiſſion) demat 


the Sacrament of one of your Clergy, and ha 
an Action againſt him if he refuſe it? And is n 
this to have the moſt Sacred Ordinance of t 
Chriſtian Religion, profan'd in due Form of Lay 
Dr. Sacheverell complains, * that the Church's A 
tars and Sucraments have been proſtituted, to H) 
.pocrites, Deiſts, Socinians and Athei If t 
Charge be true, (and there's too much Reaſon 
think 'tis) we need look no turther than to t 
Teſt, for the Source and Occafion of this Vil 
Proſtitution. | 
THUS, Sir, 1 have ventur'd to give you m) 
Thoughts upon the foregoing Subject, with a 
the Calmneſs the Matter would bear; and 1 hope 


the Freedom I have us'd wo'n't be taken amils w 
and that a modeſt Repreſentation of the Hardi »7- 
ſhips we are under, wo'n't be conſtrued as an in „he 


ſolent Way of direfting my Honoured Superior 


— 
V— — —— — _ yy - — — — 


* Sermon before the Lord Mayer. 
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It can't be denied, but that the Diſſenters have 
been Sufferers for their firm Adherence to his Ma- 
>» jeſty's Intereſt ; to this we may aſcribe the Treat- 


ment © we met with, in the latter Part of the 
© QUEEN's Reign; for thisTfeveral of our Meet- 


- © ing-Houſes have been pull'd down, and our per- 


© ſons inſulted and abugd by Jacobite Mobs. © 
Among thoſe great Numbers that have been enga- 
ged in the Rebellion, I never heard that ſo much 
as one of them was a Difſenter. And ſince I may 
ſay (without Vanity) that our Loyalty has been 


conſpicuous, it can be no unreaſonable Requeſt to 


, 


deſire, that Me may be put upon an equal Foot, 
with the reſt of his Majeſty's Loyal Subjects. 1 


ſhould take it as a Favour to hear from you, when 
you are at Leiſure to write a Line or two. / 

am your moſt humble Servant. 

| e rag George Engliſh. 


make ſome li- 


4 


tle ſby in doing any Thing to repeal the Occaſional Bill, 
is, that they obſerve nal Diſſemers have been Profely- 


ted fo the Church, by being gut into 4 Commiſſion , and 
hope that others may be allur d 777 ſame Bat. But I 
can aſſure you, that ſeveral of thoſe that I am acquaint- 
with, are une aſie in their preſent Circumſiances, and are 
determin'd to leave the Church again, and drop their Com- 
miſſion, unleſs that Law be ſet aſide. And beſides, I 
cant think it a good. Piece of Policy for a Whig to go to 
leſſen the Number of Diſſenters; for, perhaps bis New 
Corrverts (in Time) degenerate into Stanch Tories. 
"Tis no unuſual Thing, Jo thoſe that ſhift Sides, to run 
2 Lengths, that they may be thought fincere; 
t 


o commence Tories, that they mayn't fill be rec- 


ton d as Presbyterians. 
July 2d. 1716. 
' FINTIS. 
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upport them offer d to the Conſidera- 
fuch as are, or ſhould be their 
Ba ; and of Others, who would haye 
Pe ; ſappreſs'd.” With ſome Ac. 

eir Sentimenu, 3 
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